
Susan Slaughter 

 
Susan Slaughter joined the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra in 1969 and four 
years later became the first woman to be named principal trumpet of a major 
symphony orchestra. A graduate of Indiana University, she received the 
coveted performer’s certificate in recognition of outstanding musical 
performance. Slaughter has studied with Herbert Müeller, Bernard Adelstein, 
Arnold Jacobs, Robert Nagel, Claude Gordon and Laurie Frink.  
 

Prior to accepting a position in St. Louis, Slaughter spent two years as 
principal trumpet of the Toledo Symphony. She has been on the faculty of the 
Grand Teton Orchestra Seminar and the National Orchestra Institute. In 1990, 
she performed with the Bay Area Women’s Philharmonic in San Francisco 
and, in 1991, at the invitation of baseball commissioner Fay Vincent, 
Slaughter performed the National Anthem for game three of the World Series. 

Slaughter founded Trumpet Lab, a week-long workshop designed to give 
young musicians the opportunity to study orchestral literature with a 
professional musician. She is also the founder of the annual International 
Women’s Brass Conference, an organization dedicated to providing 
opportunities and recognition for women brass musicians. 
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